pneumology and internal medicine, but it is clear that currently the WASOG has its own experts, Journal, society and patients.
What about the activities of the society? When G. James organised the first congress of the sarcoidosis movement in London, UK (1958), there were 22 participants from eight countries. In a few years, the delegates of the congresses had reached 400. The WASOG members are now y300 from 30 different countries. The WASOG World Congress is held every 3 yrs; the next will be in Denver, CO, USA, in June 2005 (organisers: L. Newman and R. Baughman), and in Athens, Greece, June 2008 (endorsed by the Hellenic Lung Society; organiser: S. Constantopoulos). The topics of the Congresses reflect the interest of the WASOG members to extend the scientific programme to all the interstitial lung diseases, but the final programme is still in the hands of the organiser. A look to the Denver programme shows that the major topic will be sarcoidosis. However, this will probably not be the case for the Athens Congress. In addition, the WASOG has started a series of international congresses on diffuse lung diseases; the first congress was held in Venice, Italy (organiser: M.G. Boccieri) in June 2001, the second was held in Siena (organiser: P. Rottoli), Italy, November 2003, and the third will be held in Catania, Italy, June 2006 (organiser: N. Crimi).
The activities of the WASOG are directed by an Executive Committee of 16 Members. Current Officers are O.P. Sharma (President), B. Baughman (vice-president for the USA), U. Costabel (vice-president for Europe), S. Nagai (vice-president for Asia/Pacific), G. Rizzato (General Secretary) and G. Semenzato (Treasurer). For those interested in more information on the WASOG, the website (in the hands of C. Agostini) is available [3] . According to new bylaws, the association has its registered office at the address of the Treasurer. Thus, the current official address is that of G. Semenzato, Università degli Studi di Padova, Via Giustiniani 2, 35128 Padova, Italy (g.semenzato@unipd.it).
